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resistance to those who are constitutionally pro-
claimed to be the enemies of the country. I have
seen and heard of no instance for this century
and a half past, where the spiritual sovereign
has presumed to meddle with the affairs of the
temporal sovereign. The Catholics deny him
sucji power by the most solemn oaths which the
wit of man can devise. In every war the army
and navy are full of Catholic soldiers and sailors;
and if their allegiance in temporal matters is
unimpeachable and unimpeached, what matter to
whom they choose to pay spiritual obedience, and
to adopt as their guide in genuflexion and psal-
mody? Suppose these same Catholics are foolish
enough to be governed by a set of Chinese moralists
in their diet, this would be a third allegiance; and
if they were regulated by Brahmins in their dress,
this would be a fourth allegiance; and if they
received the directions of the Patriarchs of the
Greek Church in educating their children, here is
another allegiance; and as long as they fought
and paid taxes, and kept clear of the Quarter-
Sessions and Assizes, what matter how many
fanciful supremacies and frivolous allegiances
they choose to manufacture or accumulate for
themselves ?' Here, at any rate, Sidney Smith was
as irresistible in his logic as in his humour.
The attitude of the Catholic authorities was in
no wise different from that of their Protestant
supporters. Prom the early days of the struggle,
they tried to make it plain that, whatever their